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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Mission  Valley  Power  Utility,  Montana 

agency:  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Department  of  the  Interior. 

ACTION:  Public  Notice  of  General 
Revenue  Rate  Increase  for  Mission 
Valley  Power  Utility. 

summary:  Pursuant  to  25  CFR  part  175 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is 
establishing  the  general  revenue  rates 
for  operating  and  maintaining  the 
Mission  Valley  Power  Utility.  The  rates 
are  based  on  a  cost  of  service  study 
prepared  by  the  Mission  Valley  Power 
Utility  Board.  The  study  and  the  rate 
recommendations  were  subject  to  the 
review  and  evaluation  of  the  Mission 
Valley  Power  Consumer  Council.  In 
addition,  the  rate  setting  process 
included  opportunity  for  the  review  and 
input  of  the  general  power  user. 

The  general  revenue  rate  increase  is 
comprised  of  actions  in  three  areas;  (1) 
Revenue  Requirements,  (2)  Cost  of 
Service  Allocation,  and  (3)  Rate  Design. 
EFFECTIVE  DATE:  The  general  revenue 
rate  increased  addressed  in  this  notice 
will  become  effective  March  1, 1992. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Portland  Area  Director,  Portland  Area 
Office,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  911  N.E. 
11th  Ave.,  Portland,  Oregon  97232-4169, 
telephone  FTS  429-6750;  commercial 
(503)  231-6750. 

Authority:  The  authority  to  issue  this 
document  is  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  by  5  U.S.C.  301  and  the  Act  of  August 
14, 1914  (38  Stat.  583,  25  U.S.C.  385). 

This  notice  of  final  general  revenue 
rate  increase  and  related  information  is 
published  under  the  authority  delegated 
to  the  Assistant  Secretary — Indian 
Affairs  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
in  209  DM  8  and  redelegated  by  the 
Assistant  Secretary — Indian  Affairs  to 
the  Area  Director  in  10  BIAM  2 
incorporating  230  DM  3.2(C),  and  in 
accoMance  with  section  175  of  title  25  of 
the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  which 
provide  for  the  Area  Director  to  set 
service  fees  and  electric  power  rates  to 
cover  the  cost  of  providing  electric 
power  service  to  customers. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  In  1985 
The  Comprehensive  Review  Report, 
Flathead  Indian  Irrigation  Project 
developed  for  the  Secretary  of  the 


Interior  identified  inadequacies  and 
needs  in  bdth  the  Hscal  status  and 
physical  facilities  of  what  is  now  the 
Mission  Valley  Power  Utility.  This 
report  is  the  basis  for  several 
subsequent  actions  that  have  led  to  this 
general  revenue  rate  increase. 

In  1988  the  Confederated  Salish  and 
Kootenai  Tribes  contracted  with  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  operate  the 
power  utility  under  Pub.  L.  93-638. 
Mission  Valley  Power  was  created  by 
the  Tribes  to  carry  out  their 
responsibilities  under  the  contract.  In 
addition,  a  five  member  utility  board 
was  created  to  set  policies  and  oversee 
management  of  the  Mission  Valley 
Power  Utility.  The  Mission  Valley  Power 
Consumer  Council  was  also  created  to 
facilitate  public  involvement  in  policy 
formulation  and  to  handle  consumer 
complaints. 

Subsequent  to  Tribal  takeover  of 
management  of  the  utility  a  Long  Range 
System  Planning  Report  was  completed 
in  1989  and  1990  by  the  Utility  Board. 
This  was  followed  by  a  cost-of-service 
study  and  by  independent  review  and 
evaluation  by  the  Consumer  Council. 

On  July  31, 1991,  the  formal  rate 
setting  process  was  initiated  by  mailing 
an  announcement  of  the  intent  to 
increase  rates  to  every  power  user.  In 
addition,  on  August  1, 1991,  a  formal 
legal  announcement  was  printed  in  the 
local  newspapers.  Public  information 
meetings  were  held  on  August  27,  28, 
and  29, 1991,  at  sepiarate  locations 
within  the  service  area.  Following  the 
public  information  meetings  a  separate 
public  hearing  was  held  on  September 
10, 1991  to  receive  public  comment  on 
the  proposed  rate  increase.  Formal 
written  comments  for  the  record  were 
received  until  October  7, 1991,  60  days 
after  the  process  was  initiated.  There 
were  50  people  at  the  public  hearing  and 
18  gave  oral  comments  on  the  record. 
Approximately  60  written  comments 
were  received  by  the  close  of  the  public 
record. 

This  process  is  consistent  with  25  CFR 
175,  the  Tribes’  Public  Law  93-638 
contract  document  for  operaton  of  the 
utility  and  the  Mission  Valley  Power 
Operations  Manual.  The  final  rates  have 
been  reviewed  and  approved  by  the 
Portland  Area  Director,  BIA,  pursuant  to 
25  CFR  175.12.  The  Area  Director’s 
decision  is  dated  December  20, 1991. 

Revenue  Requirements 

The  general  revenue  rate  is  increased 
by  8%.  This  is  the  first  such  rate  increase 


the  utility  has  implemented  in  15  years. 
Even  with  the  8%  rate  increase  Mission 
Valley  Power’s  rates  remain  the  lowest 
among  the  comparable  surrounding 
utilities.  The  need  for  this  rate  increase 
is  substantiated  by  the  Long  Range 
Planning  Report  developed  by  the 
Mission  Valley  Power  Utility  Board. 

Cost  of  Service  Allocation 

The  general  revenue  rate  increase  is 
to  be  allocated  among  the  user  classes 
in  the  following  manner. 

Residential — 9.0%  increase  ^ 

Genera! — 9.0%  increase 
Irrigation — ^9.0%  increase 
Large  Commercial — 9.0%  increase 
Small  Commercial — 4.5%  increase 
Area  Lights — 9.0%  increase 
Unmetered  Street  Lights — 9.0%  increase 

In  February  1989  a  customer  survey 
was  conducted  which  generally 
indicated  that  the  power  users  favored 
the  idea  of  basing  rates  on  a  “cost-of- 
service”  approach.  The  cost-of-service 
approach  is  also  standard  utility 
practice.  Based  on  these  considerations 
a  cost  of  service  study  was  completed  in 
July  1991  by  the  Utility  Board  and  was 
subsequently  reviewed  by  the  Consumer 
Council.  This  was  the  first  such  cost  of 
service  study  conducted  for  the  utility. 
The  final  allocation  schedule  accurately 
reflects  the  cost  of  providing  service  to 
the  seven  user  groups. 

Rate  Design 

The  rate  design  will  be  adjusted  to 
provide  for  an  $11.00  Minimum  Bill.  This 
bill  will  include  the  cost  of  delivery  of 
the  first  137  kwh  for  Residential 
Customers  and  the  first  116  kwh  for 
General  Customers.  'This  adjustment  in 
rate  design  was  necessary  to  remedy  the 
under-recovery  of  power  service  costs 
associated  with  seasonal  users. 

Rate  Schedule 

The  rate  schedule  has  been  published 
in  the  Portland  Area  Director’s  decision 
letter  dated  December  20, 1991.  The 
schedule  has  also  been  published  in 
local  newspapers  and  distributed  to 
individual  power  users. 

Dated:  January  28, 1992. 

Bernard  Topash, 

Acting  Portland  Area  Director. 

(FR  Doc.  92-2621  Filed  1-30-92;  11:17  am) 
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LIST  OF  PUBLIC  LAWS 


Note:  Tfie  Usl  of  Pubfic  Laws 
for  the  first  session  of  the 
102d  Congress  has  been 
compteted  and  win  be 
resumed  when  btHs  are 
enacted  into  public  law  during 
the  second  session  of  the 
102d  Congress,  which 
convenes  on  January  3.  1992. 
A  cumulative  list  of  Public 
Laws  for  the  first  session  was 
published  in  Part  II  of  the 
Federal  Register  on  January 
2.  1992. 
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LIST  OF  ACTS  REQUIRING  PUBUCATION  IN  THE  FEDERAL  REGISTER,  1991 

Additions  to  Table  11,  January  14, 1991,  through  December  20, 1991 

This  table  lists  the  subject  matter,  public  law  number,  and  citations  to  the  U.S.  Statutes  at  Large  and  U.S.  Code  for  those 
acts  of  the  firstsession  of  the  102d  Congress  which  require  Federal  agencies  to  publishdocuments  in  the  Federal  Register. 
Table  II  appears  in  the  CFR  Index  and  Finding  Aids  volume  revised  as  of  January  1. 1992. 


Description  of  Act 


Public  Law  Citation 


’  Agent  Orange  Act  of  1991 .  102-4 . 

Persian  GuK  Conflict  Supplemental  Authorization  and  Personnel  102-25.... 
BenefitsAct  of  1991. 

Higher  Education  Technical  Amerxlments  of  1991 .  102-26.... 

Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Health-Care  Personnel  Act  of  102-40.... 
1991, 

Niobrara  Scenic  River  Designation  Act  of  1991 .  102-50.„. 

National  Literacy  Act  of  1991 .  102-73.... 

Veterans'  Benefits  Programs  Improvement  Act  of  1991 .  102-86.... 


Intelligence  Authorization  Act,  Fiscal  Year  1991 


102-88 . . . . 


Defense  Production  Act  Extension  and  Amerxlments  of  1991 .  102-99... 

Emergency  Unemployment  Compensation  Act  of  1991 . .  102-107 

Foreign  Relations  Authorization  Act  Fiscal  Years  1992  and  1993 .  102-138 


Departments  of  Commerce,  Justice,  and  State,  the  Judiciary,  and  102-140 
RelatedAgencies  Appropriations  Act  1992. 

Department  of  Transportation  and  Related  Agencies  Appropriations  102-143 


Act1992. 

Emergency  Unemployment  Compensation  Act  of  1991 .  102-164 

Aroostook  Band  of  Micmacs  Settlement  Act . .  102-171 


To  provide  for  the  termination  of  the  application  of  title  IV  of  102-182 
theTrade  Act  of  1974  to  Czechoslovakia  arxl  Hungary. 

National  Defense  Authorization  Act  for  Fiscal  Years  1992  and  1993...  102-190 


Patent  and  Trademark  Office  Authorization  Act  of  1991 . .  102-204 


To  establish  the  Silvio  O.  Conte  National  Fish  and  Vlfildlife  Refugea-  102-212 
long  the  Connecticut  River,  artd  for  other  purposes. 

Food,  Agriculture,  Conservation,  and  Trade  Act  Amendments  of  102-237 
1991. 

Coast  Guard  Authorization  Act  of  1991 .  102-241 

Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Efficiency  Act  of  1991 . . .  102-240 


Federal  Deposit  insurance  Corporation  Improvement  Act  of  1991 _  102-242 . . . 


105  Stat  12;  38  U.S.C.  316.  105  Stat.  20;  38 
U  S.C.  354  note.  -  ‘ 

105  Stat  94;  20  U.S.C.  1070  note. 

*  *  .  V  I 

105  Stat  126;  20  U.S.C.  1070  note.  - 
105  Stat  203;  38  U.S.C.  7461.  105  Stat  207; 

38  U.S.C.  7461  note;  7464. 

105  Stat  255;  16  U.S.a  1274  note. 

105  Stat  344;  20  U.S.C.  1211. 

105  Stat  419;  38  U.S.C.  8163.  105  Stat.  420; 
38  U.S.C.  8164. 

105  Stat  436;  10  U.S.C.  2796.  105  Stat.  436;*^ 
10  U.S.C.  2796  note. 

105  Stat  468;  50  U.S.C.  app.  2156. 

105  Stat  543;  26  U.S.C.  3304  note.  ■ 

105  Stat  661;  8  U.S.C.  1182  note. 

105  Stat  783. 

105  Stat  942.  948. 

105  Stat  1052. 

105  Stat  1145;  25  U.S.C.  1721  note. 

105  Stat  1239;  19  U.S.C.  3202. 

105  Stat  1422;  10  U.S.C.  2320  note;  105  Stat 
1546;  10  U.S.C.  2687  note.105  Stat  1549. 
105  Stat  1578;  42  U.S.C.  7274g. 

105  Stat  1639;  35  U.S.C.  41.  105  Stat  1640; 
15  U.S.C.  1113.  105  Stat1642;  35  U.S.C.  41 
note. 

105  Stat  1656. 1657. 

105  Stat  1828;  7  U.S.C.  1444f.  105  Stat. 

1854;  7  U.S.C.  4201  note. 

'  105  Stat  2214-2216. 

105  Stat  1953;  23  U.S.C.  127.  105  Stat  1969; 
23  U.S.C.  154  note.  105  Stat2002;  23 
U.S.C.  146  note.  105  Stat  2081,  2082, 
2086;  15  U.S.C.  J392  note.105  Stat  2119.' 
2120;  49  U.S.C.  app.  1622.  105  Stat  2123, 
2126,  2127.  105Stat  2149,  2150;  49  U.S.C. 
app.  2311. 

105  Stat  2251;  12  U.S.C.  1831n.  105  Stat 
2278;  12  U.S.C.  1623.  105  Stat2318;  12 
U.S.C.  1831a  105  Stat  2339;  12  U.S.C. 
4308.  105  Stat  2349;  12U.S.C.  1617  note. 
105  Stat  2355;  12  U.S.C.  1828  note. 


Guide  to 
Record 
Retention 
Requirements 

in  the  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations  (CFR) 

GUIDE:  Revised  January  1,  1989 
SUPPLEMENT:  Revisea  Jemuary  1,  1991 

The  GUUffi  and  the  SUPPLEMENT  should 
be  used  together.  This  useful  reference  tool, 
compiled  from  agency  regulations,  is  designed 
to  assist  anyone  with  Federal  recordkeeping 
obligations. 

The  various  abstracts  in  the  GUIIK  tell  the 
user  (1)  what  records  must  be  kept,  (2)  who  must 
keep  t^m,  and  (3)  how  long  they  must  be  kept 

The  GUIDE  is  formatted  and  numbered  to 
parallel  the  CODE  OF  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS 
(CFR)  for  uniformity  of  citation  and  easy 
reference  to  the  source  document. 

Compiled  by  the  Office  of  the  Federal 
Register,  National  Archives  and  Records 
Administration. 
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Outer  PiooaMlng  Codr. 

•  6788 

□  YES  ,  please  send  me  the  following: 


Charge  your  order. 

It%  Easy! 


To  fax  your  orders  (202)  512-2250 


jcopies  of  the  1989  GUIDE  TO  RECORD  RETENTION  REQUIREMENTS  IN  THE  CFR 
S/N  069-000-00020-7  at  $12.00  each. 
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